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IN THE CLAIMS 

This is a complete and current listing of the claims, 
marked with status identifiers in parentheses. The following 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings 
of claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A coupling apparatus for data buses^ 
comprising : having 

— a first connecting device (11) — for a first data bus 

(Fl) ,^ 

a second connecting device (12 ) — for a second data bus 

(F2) , which — i-s — aot^ — fefee — aamc — a gas ..additional to the first 

connec ting de vi c e- — ; and 

a data processing device — (-i^-^ — 15) , — which i3_ ^ connected 

to the first and the second connecting device (11, 1^-) i«: 

order to allow data to be interchanged between the data buses 
(Fl, F2) , ; and 

GharactGrigcd by 

a third connecting device (14) , which — i« — lilccvjiac 

connected to the data processing device — (-3t3-7 — 1-5^, for a third 
data bus — (^4-, which — i-a — aet — fcfee — aamc — a &as additional to the 
first and second data buses, -se — that to allow data toeaa be 
interchanged between the three data buses (Fl, F2 , r) ■ 

2. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, which w herein the coupling apparatus is configurable, 

3. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the coupling apparatus is configurable w hich 
can be configured in such a way that the data transfer between 
at least two or three of the data buses (Wtt — F3-; — P-^ — can be 
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aontrollc d is controllable as a function of the semantics of 
the data to be transmitted. 

4. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
ofte — — fefee — prccoding — claims claim 1 , wherein w ith — the first 
data bus (Fl) — bcing is a Profibus. 

5. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
eRe — — fefee — prcGcding — claimo claim 1 , wherein w ith — the second 
data bus is (F2) — being an AS-i bus. 

6. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
ono of the preceding claimo, — in whic h claim 1, wherein at least 
one of input and- A output modules (13 / — &3r) — can bo GonnQctGd are 
connectable to the third data bus — and ea^i — fee — linkcd are 
linkable to at least one of — feo the first andV^a? the second 
data bus with the aid of the coupling apparatus — 

7. (Currently Amended) The coupling apparatus as claimed in 
ene — e€ — fefee — prccGding — claima, — which — ha eclaim 1, including a 
monitor (16) — ^with a configuration capability. 

8. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the first data bus is a Profibus. 

9. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus. 

10. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the first data bus is a Profibus. 
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11. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus. 

12. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus. 

13. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein input/output modules are connectable to the third data 
bus and are linkable to at least one of the first and the 
second data bus with the aid of the coupling apparatus. 

14. (New) The coupling apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
including a monitor with a configuration capability. 
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